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CHURCH FINANCES – January to May 20XY

Cash Offertories	 $41,715
Electronic Offertories	 $125,486
	 ______
TOTAL	 $167,201
Needed so far in 20XY	 $199,197
	 ______
Shortfall	  $31,996

Some people understand figures easily while for others a picture 
communicates more effectively. Keep your church membership regularly 
informed of how their finances are tracking. Most of them appreciate 
being informed as it is their church and their money after all. 

Cash  
Offertories 
$41,715

Electronic  
Offertories 
$125,486

Shortfall 
$31,995
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Principle 13
Introduce electronic giving

Error: Passing the offertory plate  
during church services  
after introducing electronic giving

This particular principle demonstrates how important it is for 
churches to be aware of the world within which they function. 
Society may change, move, develop, adopt, evolve and that is  
because the people within the society have consciously or 
unconsciously decided to do or think about some things  
differently. Our Bible-based theology should not change, but  
our practice may need to be reviewed – especially when it comes  
to our giving systems.

Giving Systems

1. �What are the current ways people give financially in your 
church? What percentage does each contribute to the total?

	 •  Cash

	 •  Envelopes

	 •  Electronically

	 •  Offertory Box

	 •  Bequeaths

	 •  Other ...

Note: this may be a useful exercise to do for each individual 
congregation/ministry.
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3 2. �What are the benefits and disadvantages of electronic giving for 

your church?

3. �What are the benefits and disadvantages of having other 
competing methods of giving alongside your electronic giving?

Giving Communication

4. �What are the advantages and disadvantages of appointing a 
person (other than yourself as minister) to talk regularly about 
money matters to the congregation?

5. �How do you currently inform the congregation about giving 
levels and methods? Is it always the same way? How regularly?
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6. �How can you communicate to the regular members and  
partners of your church about giving needs without making 
newcomers or visitors feel awkward? (e.g. in Bible-study groups, 
Partners Newsletters, E-mail groups, etc.)

A word of caution regarding this principle. Paul suggests that  
there is great gain in godliness and contentment, and warns that 
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and plunge into 
ruin and destruction (1 Timothy 6:6–10). As ministers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ who teach that which accords with godliness, 
we must ensure that we are not driven or motivated by the love  
for money – real or electronic!


